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Dean Lanwny:

On July 27, 1987, we were attempting to unboad a tank car
ACFX 14807, into a storage tank. The tank carn contained approx-
Amately 8000 gallons of crecsote odif. During the unloading
process, the operaton was nemoving the bottom outlet cap Lo con-
nect the suction Line to the tank car; and when the outlet boot
cap was removed and before the suction Line was connected, quald

The operator

had no chance o connect the suction Line because the oil was
about 180° F.

Vintually all of the 8000 gallons of oil went on Zhe ghround,
however, we were able Zo pump and recovern 1,600 gallons of oil.
The Zank car was being unloaded on Thack #1 and an area approxi-
mately 310" x 25' was coverned with oil.

The cause of the incident was twofold; 1) operaton not
following proper procedures and 2) a 1/2" pipe wedged unden the
internmak valve seat. On the tank carns, there is an internal
valve and an external safety valve holding the material inside
the tank can. The propen procedure 45 fo check the internal valve
by checking the valve stem on top of the fank car; then proceed %o
the bottom of the tank car and open the bottom outlef valve o 3ee
if the internal valve &5 secune. 1§ the internal valve is hofding,
then the bottom valve and boot cap are nemoved to connect the suct-
ion Line. The bottom valve was not checked and when the boot cap
and valve werne removed, the oil starnted coming out immediately.
Sevenal attempts were made Lo shut the internal valve and plug the
outlet with no success. The carn empfied in approximately iwenty
minutes and after the car was empty, we found a 1/2" pipe wedged
unden the internal valve keeping Lt from closing.
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The clean-up was stanted immediately. Sand was spread Lo
absonb and keep the oil from spreading with ourn front erd Loadenr.
Moore Construction was called in with thein backhoe to stait ex-
cavating immediately. The contaminated so0il was stored in oun
Hazandous Wasite Storage Area and was being trhanspornted to Peoria
Disposal. The majority of the contaminated so0il was excavated
by the end of August.

Approxdmately 300' of track and fence were removed and an
area approximately 310" x 25" x 3 to 4' of s04if was excavated.
1458 yds. of contaminated s0il has been hauled to Peoria Disposak
wiih approximately 100 yds. nemaining to be hauled Zo Peorndia
Disposak.

The agternoon of July 27, 1987, the National Response Center
was notdfied and the next morning, July 28, the Local Emergency
Services and Disastern Agency office, Loulse Wade, was ccntacted.
She then neponted the incident to the 1.E.P.A. and that agfternoon
Tont Powell, 1.E.P.A., came out fo Ainspect the site. On August 3,
Ton Powell and Mike Grant, T1.E.P.A. came out fo Lnspect the site
and to see how we wene progressing on the clean-up. Je4f Benbinek,
I.U.P.A. was at the plant on September 14 Zo conduct an ain {inspect-
Lon and sadid he was asked to inspect the spill area. Mike Grant
cane to Anspect the site on October 1, 1987, and he took several
protoghaphs duning his visit. On October 15 Ken Liss, Chuck Reeter,
Todd Rowe, and Charlie Zeal, 1.E.P.A.,4inspected the sife. Juana Rofo,
U.S.E.P.A., while she was here on othen mattens on Octoben 16, also
irtpected the site.

Mike Grnant and Pat McCanthy, 1.E.P.A. came o the plant on
Ociobern 23 o conduct a final inspection 56 that we coufd proceed
wiih the conenete pad and nailroad trhack installation. They felt
thene was not much mone we could do and said we could proceed with
the inmstallation. There was an area that contained watern and
Mike wanted us fo pump the watern out 50 he could see the s0il.
Thas was done and Mike came back out on October 26 and gave his
§inal approval.

We proceeded with the installation of the concrete spill pad
whech will contain 20,000 gallons of material. This shculd alleviate
ground contamination grom any similar event in the futunre.

Oun operating procedwries have been reviewed with the pump
opernatons and will be reviewed on a perlodic basis.
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The costs §orn the clean-up, disposal, and pad .installation
will be in the neighborhood of $300,000,00.

Sincerely,
RETLLY TAR & CHEMICAL CORPORATION

Loy L. Pintle, Manager
Granite City PLant
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ce:  Jauna Rojo
U.S.E.P.A., Region 5
230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, T&Linods 60604






